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Explore the historical icon  
that put Seattle on the map.

Step back to the Roaring ’20s 

when Smith Tower was young, 

Prohibition was the law, and 

Seattle was growing quickly.

As you move through the building, 

keep your eyes and ears open 

as you discover the good, the bad, 

and the ambitious 

people of Smith Tower.

E x h i b i t  M a p  &  C h a r a c t e r  I n t e r a c t i v e

O B S E R V A T O R Y  E X P E R I E N C E

YOU ARE

Emily King

The Ambitious  
Stenographer

Emily King works in the stenographers’ 

pool, and takes dictation from lawyer 

Jerry Finch and architect Joshua Vogel. 

She was a prize student in Smith Tower’s 

Whitson’s Business College, and aims to 

get out of the pool and into a front-office 

secretarial position.
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Share any correct answer  
with an Observatory staff  

member for a reward.  
 

Come back soon 
and try  

another character.

ROARING ’20S
RADIO STATION

1 Find the business offices. For whom do 
you take shorthand dictation?  

 
 
 
Find your desk. What kind of shorthand did 
you learn at Whitson’s Business College?

 
 

Listen to line 2 in the switchboard room. 
Who is your friend Hattie Freeman going 
out with tonight? 

 

Explore the map. Where do you rent  
a room? 

 
 

Find the Observatory. Where did you  
end up working?
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