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Explore the historical icon  
that put Seattle on the map.

Step back to the Roaring ’20s 

when Smith Tower was young, 

Prohibition was the law, and 

Seattle was growing quickly.

As you move through the building, 

keep your eyes and ears open 

as you discover the good, the bad, 

and the ambitious 

people of Smith Tower.

E x h i b i t  M a p  &  C h a r a c t e r  I n t e r a c t i v e

O B S E R V A T O R Y  E X P E R I E N C E

YOU ARE

Elise Olmstead

The Rumrunner’s Wife  
and Accomplice

Elise is Roy Olmstead’s second wife—they 

married in 1924. She and Roy started 

radio station KFQX in their home, now  

run from a studio here in Smith Tower.  

The FBI suspects her of broadcasting 

code out to direct rumrunning boats  

and trucks, in her radio programs.
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Share any correct answer  
with an Observatory staff  

member for a reward.  
 

Come back soon 
and try  

another character.

ROARING ’20S
RADIO STATION 1 Find your lawyer Jerry Finch’s desk in the 

business offices. What’s in the drawer? 

 
 
 
Find the radio station. What was your  
husband Roy’s job before rumrunning?

 
 
 
Find the radio engineer’s desk. What 
is your enterprising engineer developing  
on the side? 

 
 
 
Listen to line 5 in the switchboard room.  
What are Roy and your lawyer talking about?

 
 
 
Find the Observatory. What did you do 
while Roy was in the big house?
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